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RIGHT TO KNOW. RIGHT NOW! COALITION

DECLARATION OF UNITY


We are organizations from various sectors, including public-interest groups, environmental protection advocates, independent media groups, print and broadcast journalists, farmers’ organizations and support groups, women’s organizations, private and public sector labor unions, migrant workers, businessmen, lawyers, academics, and student organizations. 

We have long been advocating for the passage of a Freedom of Information Act. While our right to information under Section 7 of the Bill of Rights has been held by the Supreme Court to be enforceable even without an implementing legislation, the fact is its effective implementation has suffered from the lack of the necessary substantive and procedural details that only Congress can provide. In addition, the policy of full disclosure of all transactions involving public interest under Article II, Section 28 has been held by the Supreme Court as requiring an enabling law. The Court observed: “It is unfortunate, however, that after almost twenty years from birth of the 1987 Constitution, there is still no enabling law that provides the mechanics for the compulsory duty of government agencies to disclose information on government transactions.  Hopefully, the desired enabling law will finally see the light of day if and when Congress decides to approve the proposed ‘Freedom of Access to Information Act.’”

The result of the lack of legislation is the routine violation by government agencies of our right to information.  
We affirm our commitment to continue the fight for our freedom of information. In pushing for the passage of the Freedom of Information Act, it is not our aim to use information to harass government officials. What we dream of is an empowered and vigilant citizenry that will make full and responsible use of our right to information to secure what is rightfully ours in terms of government services, to exact accountability from government officials in the use of public funds and the exercise of governmental powers, and to facilitate the effective exercise of our rights of citizenship such as participation in policy-making. 

For reasons other than the public interest, the Lower House of the 14th Congress only succeeded in delaying the passage Freedom of Information Act. The people’s right to know springs from our democracy; it endures.


We look at the future with hope. We may fall seven times, but we stand up eight. Together, we shall work to expand our ranks, build consensus on our collective position, actively engage the legislative process, and intensify our campaign to have the Freedom of Information Act passed before the end of the second regular session of the 15th Congress. 

Our campaign for Freedom of Information will win!
For communications please contact: Atty. Nepomuceno Malaluan
Institute for Freedom of Information, 14th Floor West Trade Center, 132 West Avenue, Quezon City

Telefax: +63 2 426 5626   Email: nepo_m@yahoo.com
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